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The General Assembly will craft a state budget
for the state fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019.
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The 2019 session will be the first for Mike Parson
in his role as governor. He took office in June
2018 following the resignation of former Gov. Eric
Greitens. Parson is a former state representative,
senator and lieutenant governor who is expected
to maintain good relations with the General
Assembly. Because of term limits, much of the
legislative leadership of the Missouri House of
Representatives and Senate also will be new in
2019. The Speaker of the House will be Elijah
Haahr of Springfield, and Dave Schatz of Sullivan
will be President Pro Tem of the Senate.

The process will formally begin with Gov. Parson
proposing a recommended budget in conjunction
with his 2019 State of the State address to the
General Assembly. Legislators can, and very likely
will, make significant changes to the governor’s
proposal before May 10, the constitutional
deadline for enacting the state budget. Legislators
also will enact supplemental appropriations
necessary to address unbudgeted changes in
revenues and state spending for the current state
fiscal year. MHA’s budget advocacy will focus
on protecting and enhancing state payments for
hospital services, particularly those delivered
through the state Medicaid program.
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The Missouri
General Assembly
convened its 2019
legislative session on
Wednesday,
Jan. 9. The final day
for legislative action
is Friday, May 17.
During that time,
state legislators
are expected to
consider hundreds
of legislative proposals with implications for
Missouri hospitals. Legislators will debate topics
such as employment law, standards of liability,
insurance coverage and regulation, Medicaid,
public health, practitioner licensure, the state
budget, and health facility regulation. Some
legislative proposals will be favorable to hospitals;
others will not.
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2019 Missouri State Legislative Session

Legislators also will create, repeal and revise
state laws. MHA’s advocacy priorities include
reauthorizing the state’s hospital provider tax,
called the Federal Reimbursement Allowance
or “FRA.” Under current law, authorization for
the FRA is slated to expire Sept. 30, 2019. Those
priorities also call for revising state laws to bring
more accountability to the state’s Medicaid
managed care system and to strengthen laws
directing health insurers to promptly decide
whether to include new practitioners in their
provider networks.
MHA’s advocacy also will encompass a number
of workforce proposals designed to expand access
to practitioners or allow them to provide their
services more efficiently and effectively. They
address pharmacists, pharmacy technicians,
advanced practice registered nurses and certified
nursing assistants, as well as state nursing loan
forgiveness programs.
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With behavioral health challenges affecting
many MHA-member hospitals, MHA’s advocacy
work will seek to expand the emergency room
enhancement program of the Department of
Mental Health, create new standards for partial
hospitalization programs in Medicaid managed
care, and expand Medicaid coverage of opioid and
substance abuse treatment. To help curtail opioid
abuse, MHA supports the creation of an effective
statewide prescription drug monitoring program,
modeled on the successful program in place in
many Missouri counties.
MHA strives to build on past successes in passing
laws to create regulatory reform or relief, as well as
pursue proposals to further limit hospital liability.
Other legislative advocacy proposals will address
workplace safety and security, and seek to secure
enhanced federal funding for the deployment of
Admit Discharge Transfer, or ADT, technology to
improve care management.
View MHA's 2019 legislative guide at
http://bit.ly/LegislativeGuide2019.

MHA Resources for New Trustees
With a new year comes new board members for many Missouri hospitals. For those current board
members, it is a good time to sharpen existing skills and acquire new ones to remain engaged and
successful in the role. Without knowledge of, and attention to, the basic components of a board’s
reason for being, a board may inadvertently abdicate its responsibilities.
The Missouri Hospital Association has several resources available to assist member hospitals and
their board members in this journey.
•

The Board of Trustees Orientation Manual has been designed to make it easy for hospitals to
develop and customize an orientation manual to fit their individual hospital.

•

An instruction guide is available to assist with editing the orientation manual.

•

The 2018 Glossary of Health Care Terms is available as a complimentary document to the
orientation manual.

•

The Roles and Responsibilities of Hospital Board Members resource provides guidance on
governance trends, barriers and best practices.

For additional trustee resources, visit www.mhanet.com/trustees.aspx.
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MHA Recognizes Award Recipients and Installs Chair

TRUSTEE OF THE YEAR AWARDS

Jackson joined the Community Hospital – Fairfax hospital board in 2009
and has served as board chair since 2012. During his tenure, Jackson
has been active in various hospital activities — from the hospital’s
community health needs assessment to participation in statewide and
national hospital advocacy efforts.

Robert Jackson
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Thomas W. Wagstaff

Wagstaff has served Saint Luke’s Health System as a board member and
community advocate since 1986. Throughout his board service, Wagstaff
has been credited with providing astute guidance, vision and an
unwavering focus on patients’ and the Kansas City community’s health
care needs.
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Two trustees were recognized with the 2018 Trustee of the Year Award.
Thomas W. Wagstaff, Board Chair of Saint Luke’s Health System in
Kansas City, Mo., and Robert Jackson, Board Chair of Community
Hospital – Fairfax, were selected by MHA board chair and district
council presidents to receive the honors.
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At the Missouri Hospital Association’s 96th Annual Convention & Trade
Show, health care organizations and leaders were honored with prestigious
awards for their outstanding service to the health care community.

Both awardees exhibit strong leadership skills, support MHA’s grassroots
efforts, are involved in their respective communities, actively participate
in board and committee meetings, and are dedicated to personal
development. Congratulations to this year’s Trustees of the Year!

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Randall L. O’Donnell, Ph.D., former President and CEO of Children’s
Mercy Kansas City, was awarded the 2018 Distinguished Service Award
for his leadership, vision and singular focus on improving health care for
children in Missouri, nationally and internationally.

Randall L. O'Donnell

Throughout his 25 years of leadership at Children’s Mercy Kansas City,
O’Donnell transformed the organization from an important health care
institution to one of the nation’s most innovative and significant health
care organizations caring for children. The award is the highest honor
given by MHA.

continued on Page 4 

3

continued from Page 3 

VISIONARY LEADERSHIP AWARD
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Darren Bass, President of Cox Monett Hospital and System Vice President
of Community Hospital Group for CoxHealth in Springfield, Mo.,
received the 2018 Visionary Leadership Award. Bass was recognized for
for his commitment to quality improvement, and patient and workforce
satisfaction. His leadership helped the hospital achieve 5-star consumer
satisfaction ratings and recognition by Modern Healthcare as one of the
top 150 Best Places to Work in Healthcare in 2018.

Darren Bass

MHA BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR
Steven D. Edwards, President and CEO of CoxHealth in Springfield, Mo.,
was installed as the 2019 chair of the MHA Board of Trustees. Edwards
served as President and CEO since 2012, and he joined the MHA Board
of Trustees the same year. He has been a member of the CoxHealth team
for more than 20 years, serving in numerous leadership roles.
Steven D. Edwards

View the 2018 recognition videos at www.mhanet.com/awards.aspx.
MHA's 97th Annual Convention & Trade Show will be held
Nov. 6-8, 2019, at Tan-Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach, Mo.

SAVE THE DATE

LEADERSHIP

forum

May 16 - 17, 2019
Hilton Branson Convention Center
Branson, Mo.
Resources referenced throughout this document can be found at www.mhanet.com.
Trustee Matters is published quarterly by the Missouri Hospital Association. Visit mhanet.com for additional health care news.
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